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A main selection of the Military Book Club and a selection of the History Book Club.Finalist - Army

Historical Foundation Distinguished Book AwardBronze Medal Book Award - Military Writers Society

of AmericaWith his parting words "I shall return," General Douglas MacArthur sealed the fate of the

last American forces on Bataan. Yet one young Army Captain named Russell Volckmann refused to

surrender. He disappeared into the jungles of north Luzon where he raised a Filipino army of over

22,000 men. For the next three years he led a guerrilla war against the Japanese, killing over

50,000 enemy soldiers. At the same time he established radio contact with MacArthur's HQ in

Australia and directed Allied forces to key enemy positions. When General Yamashita finally

surrendered, he made his initial overtures not to MacArthur, but to Volckmann.This book establishes

how Volckmann's leadership was critical to the outcome of the war in the Philippines. His ability to

synthesize the realities and potential of guerrilla warfare led to a campaign that rendered

Yamashita's forces incapable of repelling the Allied invasion. Had it not been for Volckmann, the

Americans would have gone in "blind" during their counter-invasion, reducing their efforts to a

trial-and-error campaign that would undoubtedly have cost more lives, materiel, and potentially

stalled the pace of the entire Pacific War. Second, this book establishes Volckmann as the

progenitor of modern counterinsurgency doctrine and the true "Father" of Army Special Forces- a

title that history has erroneously awarded to Colonel Aaron Bank of the ETO. In 1950, Volckmann

wrote two Army field manuals: "Operations Against Guerrilla Forces" and "Organization and

Conduct of Guerrilla Warfare," though today few realize he was their author. Together, they became

the Army's first handbooks outlining the precepts for both special warfare and counter-guerrilla

operations.Â  At a time when U.S. military doctrine was conventional in outlook,Â Volckmann

marketed the ideas of guerrilla warfare as a critical force multiplier for any future conflict, ultimately

securing the establishment of the Army's first special operations unit-the 10th Special Forces Group.

Â Volckmann himself remains a shadowy figure in modern military history, his name absent from

every major biography on MacArthur, and in much of the Special Forces literature. Yet as modest,

even secretive, as Volckmann was during his career, it is difficult to imagine a man whose heroic

initiative had more impact on World War II. This long overdue book not only chronicles the dramatic

military exploits of Russell Volckmann, but analyzes how his leadership paved the way for modern

special warfare doctrine.
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When Mike Guardia signed my copy of "American Guerrilla," he quipped "I hope you don't find this

too dry, Dan." Well, I can say with complete assurance that I didn't find the book the least bit dry.

For his "first time out of the box," this is a happy confluence where the author's style matches

remarkably well with his subject. Mike's writing is sharp, concise, and spare--even terse at times--in

many ways a reflection of the focus of his book, Russell Volckmann. Volckmann was a no-nonsense

sort of soldier, one who no one would have ever characterized as "colorful" (in the sense that

George Patton was "colorful"), a professional whose focus was on his mission. What makes

Volckmann worthy of attention, of a dedicated biography, is just what his mission was and how well

he succeeded in its accomplishment.Let me make this clear from the outset: this book is MILITARY

history, not a soft biography. It's going to have a strong appeal to serious military historians,

particularly those with a strong interest in World War Two in the Pacific, and the development of

special operations. It almost requires at least a conversant knowledge of the Pacific War, and the

more the reader knows about the war in the Philippines, the better, as Guardia does not devote a

great deal of time to the larger context of Volckmann's guerrilla war on Northern Luzon. Nor does he

waste time and space on detailed descriptions of "settings" for the action he describes. And in a

surprising way, this is a strength for this book. Guardia's devotion to using primary sources

frequently allows Volckmann to speak for himself, and the terse, sparse entries in his diaries and

after action reports do more to create an "atmosphere" for the war he was waging than any amount

of second hand prose could accomplish.
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